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The Hollyhock Festival or Aoi Matsuri currently is one of the three major yearly holidays held in Kyoto, Japan. Looking at the ancient historical records alluded to as the Nihon Shoki, the festival was first held on  A.D. 539, 12th month, 5th day – 571, 4th month, a 15th day during the reign of Emperor Kinmei. This paper will coherently and briefly demonstrate how Aoi has evolved through from its origin era Heian through to the era of Medieval (Noh theatre) to its current or modern time practice. This will focus on outlining clear transformations in settings or costumes, with major it theme during this evolution.  
The Aoi Matsuri historical festival event in Japan and takes place during the month of May 15th. The festival is one of the three major events whose theme is that of magnificent and elegance dating back in the Heian era, which is estimated to date back about 500 years in Kyoto.  The celebration's main fascination is an expansive parade in Kyoto, in which more than five hundred individuals wearing the aristocratic style of the Heian era stroll from the Imperial Palace to the Kamo Shrines. 
The celebration developed in prominence so that during the Heian era the word festival turned out to be synonymous with the Aoi Matsuri. Currently, the monstrous parade represents the high respect in which the celebration will take place. There are men on horseback, resplendently beautified bull drawn carts, giant bouquets of roses, and an extensive entourage of women in kimono going with the year's Saio. 
Customarily, the Saio was a youthful female person from the imperial family who filled in as the high priestess of the Kamo Shrines. Amid celebrations, the Saio performed customs at the altars. In the modern period, an alternate unmarried woman from Kyoto is chosen every year to fill in as Saio. This woman should go through purification rituals before the celebration and is taken through the parade on a palanquin.
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